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What Is the Mars One Mission? 

The first step to addressing this argument is understanding what the Mars One Mission 

is and exploring its purpose. The main stated goal of the project is to establish a human 

settlement on Mars, which would be a giant leap for humankind. According to the Mars One 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ άIǳƳŀƴ ǎŜttlement on Mars will aid our understanding of the origins 

of the solar system, the origins of life and our place in the universe. As with the Apollo Moon 

landings, a human mission to Mars will inspire generations to believe that all things are 

possible, aƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘέ όά/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ {ǘŀǘǳǎέύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

assertion that exploring space and colonizing another planet are beneficial to mankind. It is 

interesting to read such discoveries will clarify our place in this universe.  

 Mars is currently the only planet with prospects of supporting human life. Successful 

completion of this mission would allow the human race to become a multiplanetary species. 

¢ƘŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΥ άǘƘŜ 5ǳǘŎƘ ƴƻǘ-for-profit Stitching      
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The concept of gravity plays an important part in this. Mars only has 38% of the gravity Earth 

does. While this will make landing a bit easier, over time the body may suffer because of the 

drastic difference. It is sǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά!ŘƧǳǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ǉǳƭƭ ƻƴ aŀǊǎ 

Ƴŀȅ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǘǊƻƴŀǳǘǎΩ ōƻƴŜ ŘŜƴǎƛǘȅΣ ƳǳǎŎƭŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ 9ŀǊǘƘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊ ǊŜǘǳǊƴέ 

(άIƻǿ ²ƛƭƭ [ƛǾƛƴƎ hƴ aŀǊǎ !ŦŦŜŎǘ hǳǊ IǳƳŀƴ .ƻŘȅέύΦ 

Air Law and International Law  
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 Incorporating interpretation of the Roman precedent and the private law practice, in 

ōƻǘƘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǾƛƭ ƭŀǿ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ άƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ 

exclusive jurisdiction over their national air space have been justified in modern times with 
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American government (686). This is clarified in the Air Commerce Act of 1926, the Civil 

Aeronautics Act of 1938 and the Federal Aviation Act of 1958. 

International Aviation and Outer Space Law  

 Having a concrete understanding of air law is imperative to investigating the relation 

and distinction to the legal doctrines pertaining to outer space. First, it is important to 

acknowledge the existence of these two separate legal systems: international air transit law 

and the international legal regime for outer space (Bilder, 577). It is evident that international 

aviation law includes treaties which encompass the required legal structure for air travel and 

ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΦ ά5ŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ International Civil Aviation Organization 

όL/!hύΣ ŀ άǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ŀƛǊǎǇŀŎŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

ŘŜǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭƛǎƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέ όрттύΦ  

The international legal regime for outer space, which includes the moon and other 

ŎŜƭŜǎǘƛŀƭ ōƻŘƛŜǎΣ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǇƭŀƴŜǘŀǊȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΦ ά{ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ 

been made by advanced states but demands for the use of space are universal. Bhatt invokes 

such thinkers as Albert Einstein, Vaclav Havel Χ in calling ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƭŀǿ άǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǎƳƛŎ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΦέέ ό.ƛƭŘŜǊΣ ртуύΦ 
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international governmental processes, and both are able to serve legal and scientific 

requirements of the international community (Bilder, 578). This could lead one to speculate 

whether having one entity or governmental body to regulate all air and space use. Bhatt favors: 

 the development of private space law designed to ensure liability protection for  

 ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜǊǎ Χ ƘŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƭŀǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мффлǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ which is to 

 exploit space technology for peaceful purposes and to advance national reconstruction 

 Χ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǳƴƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ƘǳƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ 

 the benefits produced through the application of science and technology to space 

 resources (578). 

This theory which is examined takes into consideration the requirements of space exploration 

through a legal lens and how it can be regulated to benefit the human race. 

 Viewing space exploration from an international scope may lead to an investigation of 

different treaties and conventions put in place by the United Nations. Article 7 of the Treaty on 

Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, 

including the Moon and Other Celestial .ƻŘƛŜǎΣ мфстΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά{ǘŀǘŜǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ 

ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀǊŜ άƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƭƛŀōƭŜέ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ŎŀǳǎŜŘέ όάhǳǘŜǊ {ǇŀŎŜέΣ ртсύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ 

was later expanded in the Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space 

Objects, which was created by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. This 

convention was commended by the United Nations General Assembly on November 29, 1971 in 

Resolution 2777 (XXVI) (adopted 93-0-4) and opened for signature in London, Moscow and 

Washington on March 29, 1972 (576). The foundation of this Convention is to create a system 
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making liability either absolute or one of fault where it is unlimited, making a resitutio in 

integrum required (576). This Convention applies to damage in four different scenarios: 

²ƘŜǊŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŜŀǊǘƘ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ƛƴ ŦƭƛƎƘǘΤ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǎǇŀŎŜ 

object to the space object of another launching State elsewhere than on the surface of 

ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΤ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ 

than on the surface of the earth and as a result, damage is caused to a third State on the 

ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ƛƴ ŦƭƛƎƘǘΤ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ space object elsewhere 

than on the surface of the earth. (576) 

Such provisions should be greatly considered when it comes to different state and non-state 

actors conducting space exploration projects. This is directly applicable to the Mars One 

Mission as well as space exploration as a whole. 

 Studying and understanding the various treaties and policies in place is important to 

exploring the idea of space law. The most important treaty in place is the Outer Space Treaty of 

1967. The provisions which are covered under this treaty include: the exploration and use of 

outer space shall be carried out for the benefit and in the interests of all countries and shall be 

the province of all mankind; outer space shall be free for exploration and use by all States; 

outer space is not subject to national appropriation or other weapons of mass destruction in 

orbit or on celestial bodies or station them in outer space in any other manner; the Moon and 

other celestial bodies shall be used exclusively for peaceful  purposes; astronauts shall be 

regarded as the envoys of mankind; States shall be responsible for national space activities 
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against the law to bring potentially harmful materials or resources to the planet Earth. Overall, 

specials precautions have to be taken when approaching space travel to ensure safe practices 

which will allow for future generations to continue such exploration and discovery.  

Politics of Mars Exploration  

 Conducting any space mission requires advanced technology and engineering. When it 

comes to exploring Mars, there are many issues faced by organizations such as NASA, including 

political concerns and road blocks. One of the potential benefits, however, would be a spark of 

interest in the younger generation to be involved in space and other scientific fields. Viewing 

this from a political lens would lead one to come to the conclusion that such interest would 

boost the economy, which could be reason enough 
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International Space Station (ISS) was able to be constructed and is still has a crew even though 

ǘƘŜ ǎƘǳǘǘƭŜ ŦƭŜŜǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ όhΩbŜƛƭƭύΦ  

 Funding has proven to be a major setback in any space mission. While NASA operates 

mostly on a flat budget, it is questionable whether a mission to Mars could be supported by 

this. An ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά!ƴǘŀǊŎǘƛŎŀ aƻŘŜƭέ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 

ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άWe spend about $2 billion a year to 

maintain a presence in Antarctica. The justification for that, on the surface, is that [the U.S. is] 

doing fantastic science in a very collaborative environment όhΩbŜƛƭƭύΦ An idea that can be drawn 

from this is that alternate funding may be provided from tax dollars if a compelling reason to 

explore Mars could be promoted.   

Politics of Mars Colonization 

 Colonizing another planet may seem far-fetched, but it is worth considering how 

introducing human life options on another planet would look and how that would affect life on 

Earth. After reviewing the extensive provisions provided by space law, the question of 

government may arise in the context of a new planet. Since no single state can claim 

sovereignty over Mars, it would be interesting to consider how a functional society would be 

created on that planet. Who would be in charge of governmental operations? What legal 

system would they have? Would Mars be an addition to the United Nations and interact with 

other countries on Earth? How would humans be able to claim any part of Mars, especially if 

there were to hypothetically be other life forms already inhabiting the planet? It is important to 

consider how human life would be fostered on another planet and how this would fit into 
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from the atmosphere have never been tested in space. Mars is however not space 

because there is gravity and a thin atmosphere. Additionally, the processes are all more 

than 100 years old. The water can be collected from the soil by breaking up the soil with 
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on humanity. Even without Mars One, inhabiting Mars one day is not something that will not be 

considered, it just will be done in a different manor and by a different company or organization.  

NASA and Mars 

 NASA has provided claims explaining that inhabiting Mars in the near future is not 

realistic
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this is a fantastic idea, it is too relatable to modern day concerns to ignore. I can not help but to 

consider if global warming and climate damage could be the driving force behind Earth not 

being able to support human life any further. This indeed is only loosely related to Mars One, 

but it something that should be considered. It would be smarter and more beneficial to invest 

the time money and energy into improving Earth and fostering human life on this planet rather 

than investing in a different planet which may not even be able to support human life. 

Conclusion 

 Initiating a project to work towards colonizing another planet takes a grand imagination, 

the knowledge to conduct such practices, money to put these thoughts into place, and the will 

to follow through with such a mission. While a major organization such as NASA is in place to 

conduct projects of space exploration, space law allows for any company whether it is public or 

private to explore space. Evaluating the various aspects of the Mars One Missions proved to 

expose different holes and flaws in their plan, which is ultimately what led to the projects 

demise and bankruptcy. While it is easy to note how fantastic such a mission was and the 

downfalls it may have 
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pure scientific advancement, but should be evaluated closely in regard to influencing and 

enhancing human life. Inhabiting another planet would require a sophisticated level of 

technology and knowledge which is why NASA defends the statement that us as a human race 

and our position with science is not advanced enough to tackle such an obstacle. With 

extensive exploring being done on Mars by NASA it is probably that life human life will one day 

be supported on Mars, just not any time soon. A major reason why an organization such as 

NASA would find greater success than a smaller private company is because of its accessibility 

to resources such as money. 

 A great focus has been placed on money and how it plays a big role in who can explore 

space. It is interesting to consider that if someone has the resources and technology, they can 

conduct space missions. While the company behind Mars One had some of the resources 

required for the project, there are a few important variants that were overlooked. A major 

aspect of life which requires consideration is food and other resources as well as how they 

would get to Mars. It is interesting to consider if supplies would have to be constantly sent to 

Mars or if there would be a different system in place to provide the required necessities for life.  

 tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ 

system of government in place is vital to having a successful state. It is confusing to 

contemplate how a system of government would be established and who would have control of 

ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ aŀǊǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŎƭŀƛƳ 
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consider how another planet would fit into the political system currently in place. It would also 

be important to consider how a system of government would be created and who would be in 

charge of establishing it. This also plays into a conversation of what constitutes a nation and 

what qualities a society needs to function. Overall, creating a colony, especially on another 

planet, requires much more than what is accessible to scientists in present time.  

 A project such as the Mars One Mission shows a drive and hunger to reach further than 

what a human hand can grasp and achieve more than any other great mind has. Although there 

were many things working against the success of Mars One, the idea itself was not necessarily a 

bad one. The major source of the downfall came from overreaching and working beyond the 

available means. Anything related to science or mathematics builds off of each other. It is not 

possible to jump from a basic foundational understanding to a complex one. Although Mars 

One was lacking as far as technology, money, and resources, another organization will one day 

have what is required to successfully have human life on Mars. While the Mars One Mission 

ultimately did prove to be unfeasible, this does not mean that the concept is impossible. It is 

important to realize that while scientific advancements and space exploration do not drive the 

existence of the human race on Earth, both play a large part in the progression and 

development of humanity as we know it. 
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